In the INSECTS AND OTHER CRAWLERS unit, children investigate beetles, ants, ladybugs, butterflies, moths, and grasshoppers. They explore how these insects move, eat, and adapt to their environments. Students make homes for their bugs and construct an ant farm. They examine spiderwebs, wasps nests, and beehives; listen to insect sounds; and observe and compare many other aspects of insects and other crawlers. Each of the 28 activities includes a learning objective, process skills, a list of materials, suggested questions, directions for the exploration, and extensions.
INSECTS AND OTHER CRAWLERS (Windows on Science series). Westly, Joan. Sunnyvale, CA: Creative Publications, 1988. ISBN 0-88488-706-5 Grade(s): K,l,2
Supplies: Materials available locally, commercial suppliers, or kit from Creative Publications.
Guide: $8.25, Complete Kit for Windows on Science series: $250.00
The LAWN AND FIELDS module comprises nine activities: Animal Diversity, Animals in a Grassland, Hopper Herding, Mystery Marauders, Plant Hunt, Roots and Shoots, Silent Stalking, Web It, and Web Weavers. Children investigate the variety of animals that live in a managed lawn and a weedy area, count and identify the different kinds of insects discovered, and determine which of these are plant eaters. They simulate stalking skills, observe the behavior of spiders, and replicate the intricacies of their webs. The students determine the species of plants that grow in a particular study site and identify "mystery plants." Each activity folio provides background information, a list of needed materials, preparation hints, directions for the activity, and possible extensions. The folios are well organized with useful illustrations and diagrams. The OBIS LAWN GUIDE supplements this module.
LAWNS AND FIELDS. Outdoor Biology Instructional Strategies (OBIS). Nashua, NH: Delta, 1980, 1981, 1982. Grade(s): 4,5,6,7,8 Supplies: Materials available locally. Module: $18.65
LET'S HEAR IT FOR HERPS! is an interdisciplinary approach to the study of reptiles and amphibians, their characteristics, life cycles, and interactions with humans. Students engage in classroom and playground experiments, games, and simulations that introduce the variety of reptiles and amphibians and their adaptations for survival. They investigate the history of these animals and explore scenarios for the future, including problems of predation, overhunting, and habitat destruction. There are 20 lessons, accompanied by excellent background information, student activity sheets, and a detailed resource guide.
LET'S HEAR IT FOR HERPS! Ranger Rick's NatureScope. Washington, DC: National Wildlife Federation, 1987. Grade(s): K, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 Supplies: Materials available locally. Guide: $6.00
In LIFE CYCLES, students start by searching for seeds in various fruits and vegetables. Seeds are planted, and their germination is observed. As the plants reach maturity, produce flowers, and form a new generation of seeds, children study and record growth and development. They observe life cycles and metamorphosis of animals, such as fruit flies, frogs, and mealworms. Finally, students investigate the concept of biotic potential, the normal production of offspring occurring without any deaths.
LIFE CYCLES. Science Curriculum Improvement Study (SCIS). Conard, David; Fletcher, Sandra; and Lawson, Chester A. Chicago, IL: Rand McNally, 1970. Grade(s): 2
Supplies: Materials from Delta. Out of print. Available on SCIENCE HELPER K-8 (see Sources index).
Frogs have been replaced by butterflies in SCIS II LIFE CYCLES. Also, duplicating masters for plant and animal growth data are included, to aid record keeping for both students and teachers.
LIFE CYCLES. Science Curriculum Improvement Study (SCIS II). Paldy, Lester G.; Amburgey, Leonard L.; Collea, Francis; Cooper, Richard; Maxwell, Donald E.; and Riley, Joseph W. Nashua, NH: Delta, 1986 (1970). Grade(s): 2 Supplies: Kit from Delta.e folios are well organized '< useful illustrations and diagrams. The OBIS POND GUIDE supplem module. common twigs and buds, and a budding sequence chart.
